COALITION

CONTRE LA PEINE DE MORT

www.worldcoalition.org

Créée a Rome en mai 2002, la Coalition
mondiale contre la peine de mort regroupe
des ONG, des associations de juristes,
des syndicats, des collectivités locales

et toutes organisations attachées a
coordonner leurs efforts internationaux
dans la lutte contre la peine de mort.

Comité de pilotage:

Amnesty International, Barreau de Paris,
Collectif Unitaire National de Soutien &
Mumia Abu-Jamal, Comité national pour
I'abolition de la peine de mort au Maroc,
Comité des Observateurs des Droits de
I’Homme, Communauté de Sant'Egidio,
Conférence Internationale des Barreaux,
Culture pour la Paix et la Justice, Death
Penalty Focus, Ensemble contre la peine
de mort, Fédération Internationale

des Droits de 'Homme, Fédération
Internationale de I'Action des Chrétiens
pour I'Abolition de la Torture, Fédération
Syndicale Unitaire, Mothers Against the
Death Penalty, Murder Victims’ Families
for Human Rights, National Association
of Criminal Defence Lawyers, National
Lawyers Guild, Observatoire Marocain
des Prisons, Organisation marocaine
des droits humains, Penal Reform
International, Région Toscane.

Autres membres:

ACAT France, American Friends Service
Committee, Ville d’Andoian, Association
Marocaine des Droits Humains, Association
pour le droit a la vie, Bahrein Human Rights
Society, Ville de Braine I’Alleud, Centre
marocain des droits de ’lhomme, Center for
Prisoner’s Rights, Comitato Paul Rougeau,
Comité Syndical Francophone de
I'Education et de la Formation, CURE,

Ville de Dijon, Droits et Démocratie,

Forum 90 Japan, Forum marocain pour la
Vérité et la Justice, Foundation for Human
Rights Initiative, Italian Coalition to Abolish
the Death Penalty, International Helsinki
Federation for Human Rights, Journey

of Hope, Lifespark, Ligue des Droits

de 'Homme, Lutte Pour la Justice, Ville

de Matera, Mouvement contre le Racisme
et pour ’Amitié entre les Peuples, National
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty,
Ordine Provinciale dei Medici-Chirurgi

e degli odontoiatri di Firenze, Ordre des
Barreaux francophones et germanophones
de Belgique, Organisation Mondiale contre la
Torture, Palestinian Centre for Human Rights,
Pax Christi Uvira asbl, People of Faith
Against the Death Penalty, Puerto Rican
Coalition against death penalty, Ville de
Reggio Emilia, Réseau d’activistes iraniens
pour la Défense des Droits de I'homme en
Europe et Amérique du Nord, SOS Attentats
- SOS Terrorisme, Taiwan Alliance to End
the Death Penalty, Texas Coalition to abolish
the death penalty, Ville de Venise.
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PRESS RELEASE

On Thursday 4 October 2007, the World Coalition Against the Death
Penalty, in collaboration with the Puerto Rican Coalition Against the
Death Penalty will hold a press conference at the Colegio de Abogados
in Miramar, Puerto Rico. This event will focus on calling on all UN
Member States to vote in support of the UN resolution for a universal
moratorium on executions. It will also launch the celebrations of the
World Day Against the Death Penalty.

Several representatives from the abolitionist movement from the Caribbean
region will take part to the press conference. Among them: Carmen
Hernandez, President of the National Association of criminal Defense
Lawyers, Edgardo Roman Espada and Osvaldo Burgos, Coordinators for
the Puerto Rican Coalition Against the Death Penalty. Together, they will give
an overview of the situation regarding the death penalty in the Caribbean,
encouraging the States to vote in favor of a worldwide moratorium on exe-
cutions, which will be debated at the United Nations 62" General Assembly
in November.

If adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, a global moratorium
on executions would imply a particularly strong moral force and a very sig-
nificant step towards worldwide abolition.

Three other press conferences will be held in three other countries to com-
memorate the World Day Against the Death Penalty during the month of
October. These are: Morocco, Demaocratic Republic of Congo, and Portugal,
culminating with an event in New York (USA) on October 10th, World Day
Against the Death Penalty.

A petition signed by more than five million people across the world will be
presented by the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty to the United
Nations General Assembly on October 25th. The petition calls for a mora-
torium on executions and abolition of capital punishment.

To date, 131 countries have abolished capital punishment in law and/or in
practice. Recent countries to commit to the abolition of the death penalty
include Rwanda, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Mexico, the Philippines, Turkey and
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Approximately 100 States are expected to vote in favour
of a moratorium on executions at the United Nations General Assembly.
Although the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty is hopeful that a mora-
torium on the death penalty will be adopted, this is not a time for compla-
cency.

In some parts of the world the struggle for abolition is more critical than ever.
Last year 1,591 prisoners were executed. The top offending countries which
account for 91% of these executions are China, the United States, Iran, Iraq,
Pakistan and Sudan (source: Amnesty International).



For more information

on the World Day Against

the Death Penalty:
http://www.worldcoalition.org/
modules/news/article.php?storyid=10

For more information

on the World Coalition
Against the Death Penalty:
http://www.worldcoalition.org

Discover the press room

of the World Day:
http://www.worldcoalition.org/mod-
ules/news/article.php?storyid=10
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Press officer:
hdelye@abolition.fr

Cécile Marcel
Campaign Coordinator:
cmarcel@abolition.fr
Tel: +33 1 57 21 07 53

The World Coalition today invites all governments to come together in sup-
port of a world without executions and to contribute to strengthening human
dignity and participation in the progress of human rights. It asks the Member
States of the United Nations General Assembly to overwhelmingly approve
an international moratorium on executions.

THE WORLD COALITION AGAINST THE DEATH PENALTY

The World Coalition Against the Death Penalty was created in Rome on 13
May 2002 and is composed of NGOs, bar associations, local authorities and
trade unions. It aims to strengthen the international dimension of the strug-
gle against the death penalty and to contribute to brining a definitive end
to death sentences and executions. The World Coalition particularly endeav-
ours to facilitate the creation or development of national coalitions against
the death penalty. The Puerto Rican Coalition Against Death Penalty was
created early in 2005 and since January 2006 has joined the World Coalition’s
efforts.

10 October has been established as the World Day Against the Death Penalty
since 2003. This totally decentralised event, which has particular presence
in countries where the death penalty is still applied, invites citizens and organ-
isations who want to say ‘NO’ to the death penalty to organise their own
events on 10 October.

WORLD DAY
AGAINST THE DEATH PENALTY



